
JOURNAL OF
ROMAN

ARCHAEOLOGY
VOLUME 27 2014

* *
REVIEW ARTICLES AND LONG REVIEWS 

AND BOOKS RECEIVED

AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL



Table of contents of fascicule 2
Reviews

I. Edlund-Berry San Giovenale: an early Etruscan habitation quarter at the Borgo 504
J. Sewell Rethinking the Etruscan atrium house 509
G. Cifani Temples I and II at the Ara della Regina, Tarquinii 513
G. Cifani Early developments in monumental architecture 517
A. Murock Hussein The final report on the Veii survey by the BSR 520
H. Di Giuseppe Veio: la collina di Comunità, su deposito votivo e il suo culto 525
L. L. Brice Republican crisis management, old-school style 530
G. Davies Amicitia and diplomacy: “Do I not destroy my enemies  532
 when I make them my friends?”
S. González Sánchez  Progressive imperialism and the power of language 535
P. Gros La frise dorique en Italie: nouvelles analyses formelles et sémantiques 539
T. P. Wiseman Archaeology and history: the house of Augustus 544
J. T. Peña Ten studies on pottery and other materials  552 
 from the Fori Imperiali excavations 
Y. Perrin De la Domus Transitoria à la Domus Aurea.  556 
 La fabrique néronienne de l’Oppius: art et chronologie 
P. Berni Millet Roma, Portus y el Mediterráneo 571
A. Kaiser Space syntax: Ostia by the numbers 575
A. O. Koloski-Ostrow  New approaches to urban sanitation, pollution, and propriety in  578 
& S. E. Ostrow Hispania and for the City of Rome 
A. Wallace-Hadrill Microhistories of Roman trade 584
M. Junkelmann Two museum exhibitions on gladiators 589
A. L. C. Emmerson A modern excavation of four tomb precincts at Pompeii 592
K. Olson The material world of the Roman fullo 596
E. Fentress Slave matters 599
A. Martin A new typology for Campanian Orange Ware  602 
 and questions of manufacture and dating 
P. M. Kenrick Italian terra sigillata from the Stenico collection 607
F. Vermeulen Urban survey of Ocriculum: the limits of the possible? 609
D. L. Stone Geophysics and the city 612
M. Millett Urban archaeological survey in practice: an older and a newer project 618
T. de Haas Surveying the territory of Firmum Picenum south of Ancona 626
M. Revello Lami From fragments to histories:  630 
 re-assessing intensive survey methodologies in the Pontine region 
N. Christie Some new work on villas, towns and landscapes:  635 
 Isera (Trentino), Liguria, and Priolo (Sicily) 
M. Gualtieri The countryside of Metapontum in the Roman period 640
A. M. Small A major study of imperial estates in Italy 645
M. E. Hoskins Walbank A scattering of colonies (and inscriptions) 653
W. V. Harris Help in understanding the Roman imperial economy 660
R. Gordon Monotheism, Henotheism, Megatheism:  665 
 debating pre-Constantinian religious change  
W. Leadbetter An eccentric book on Elagabalus (or Varius) 677
A. H. Merrills Furthering the discussion on ancient mapmaking 681
K. Nikolai Comparative work on imperial cultures 685
P. Gros L’architecture romaine comme “pratique culturelle intégrée” 688
A. Landskron Schlachtenbilder als Phänomen kaiserzeitlichen  693 
 Repräsentationsbedürfnisses 
E. M. Stern The corpus of mouldings and signatures on glass vessels, volume 3 702
J. R. Clarke Greek and Roman sex in the British Museum 707



Table of contents of fascicule 2 (continued)

K. M. D. Dunbabin Athletes represented in Roman mosaic and painting 710
M. Beckmann The Severans and their coinage 717
E. M. Stern The Princeton University Art Museum collection of ancient glass 720
M. Buora Due nuovi volumi tedeschi sulle fibule 726
L. Herring-Harrington Recent research on engraved gemstones from late antiquity (and beyond) 731
S. Rippon Considering “urban waterscapes” in Britain 739
P. Wilson Understanding the English rural landscape based on Roman material  741 
 recorded by the Portable Antiquities Scheme
L. M. Anderson Newstead in the 21st century 746
R. Reece Destruction, coins and churches in Rouen 752
M. Beckmann The largest documented hoard of aurei ever found 755
R. Reece An early Roman civilian cemetery at Nijmegen  758 
 and the meaning of grave-goods 
A. Roth Congès Un travail passionnant sur les mausolées “faux jumeaux” et insolites 762  
 d’En Chaplix (Avenches)
R. Gordon Queering their pitch: the curse tablets from Mainz,  774 
 with some thoughts on practising ‘magic’
R. Ling Publishing a century-old excavation of houses with wall-paintings 785 
 at Augst
S. Mayer An important update of the guidebook to Augusta Raurica 787
G. Wesch-Klein New work on the fort at Breisach on the Upper Rhine 792
J. T. Peña Regional pottery production in Roman Spain 800
D. L. Stone Sites in the countryside of Thugga (Dougga): material lives of the coloni? 806
Ph. Leveau Archéologie d’un aqueduc africaine 810
D. J. Mattingly Provincial and other identities in Roman Africa 819
C. Vismara Nuova luce su scambi e contatti tra Africa ed Egitto 822
D. Fishwick The imperial cult on Cyprus 828
C. A. Feldman Lessons from the lifetime of a Corinthian fountain 833
C. P. Jones A triumphant conclusion to MAMA 837
M. Lawall Amphoras and amphora production at Ephesus 841
J. Stoop About honorific statues (more than cities) 847
R. Ling Houses and mosaics at Zeugma excavated  855 
 by French and Turkish archaeologists 
Y. Adler Jewish ritual baths in Judaea-Palaestina 858
J. Magness Sorting out the long chronology and character of an outpost  862 
 on the Jaffa–Jerusalem road 
M. L. Fischer Pagan art in Palestine (and beyond) 867
S. J. Barker Sculptures from the Sanctuary of Pan at Caesarea Philippi (Panias) 870
L. V. Rutgers Ancient Jewish art and archaeology:  875 
 What do we know and where do we go from here? 
A. Bowman Life on the military routes of the Eastern Desert 880
R. Tomber The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea and the world of the Indian Ocean 883
Y. Perrin Les insignes de la souveraineté à Rome:  887 
 accessoires du pouvoir, pouvoir des accessoires 
C. Pavolini Opinioni diverse su Ostia tardoantica 890
J. Howard-Johnston A magnum opus from a great communicator 899
V. Hutchinson Pennanen Caesar, Christ, and sexual morality 903
M. Maskarinec Memories and memory practices in late-antique Rome 909
T. D. Barnes A new collection of essays on the Theodosian Code 914
D. Fernandez Villas and Christian cult in the Iberian peninsula 923



G. Ripoll Objetos de adorno personal en el Norte de África  926 
 (inicios s. V - mediados s. VI) 
B. D. Shaw An innovative work on the plebs in late-antique North Africa 929
B. D. Shaw Being Christian in North Africa 934
J. Spier Iconography for the use of early Christians in N Africa 937
R. Whelan Framing the Early Middle Ages in North Africa 939
S. T. Stevens The physical and the metaphysical: two archaeologies of N Africa  943 
 for historians of late antiquity 
G. Varinlioğlu Early Byzantine domestic architecture in the environs of  949 
 Seleucia ad Calycadnum (Cilicia) 
M. A. Handley Hard evidence for late-antique Salona 955
O. Bobou A conference on the end of towns (“lost cities”) 960
R. Collins Nobody puts the Frexes in the corner 965
C. Foss From Byzantium to Islam in Palestine: the limits of archaeology 967
C. C. Mattusch Winckelmann and others in pursuit of classical scholarship 971
C. C. Mattusch “A passionate collector” and “the right person at the right time” 975

BOOKS RECEIVED 980
BOOKS REVIEWED IN THIS ISSUE 991

Table of contents of fascicule 2 (continued)



Temples I and II at the Ara della Regina, Tarquinii
Gabriele Cifani

M. BONGHI JOVINO e G. BAGNASCO GIANNI (a cura di), with contributions by G. Bag-
nasco Gianni, P. Bernardi Locatelli, M. Bonghi Jovino, M. Bozzi, S. Bruni, F. Chiesa, C. Cionfoli, 
M. Cucarzi, V. Duranti, D. Gabrielli, M. Geroli R. Gulieri, L. G. Perego, S. Piro, S. Porta, C. Ridi, 
C. Rosa, M. Roveda, M. Slaska, N. Veronelli, V. Zanoni, L. Zigrino, B. Binda, E. Invernizzi, 
N. Polett i, L. Zigrino, TARQUINIA. IL SANTUARIO DELL’ARA DELLA REGINA. I TEMPLI 
ARCAICI (Tarchna IV, Università degli Studi di Milano; “L’Erma” di Bretschneider, Roma 
2012). xiii + 465 p., 128 tav.; CD-Rom; 14 folded maps. ISBN 978-88-8265-758-1. EUR 450.

The fourth volume of the Tarchna series, devoted to illustrating the results of excavations 
conducted since 1982 by the Università statale di Milano under the direction of M. Bonghi 
Jovino1 at Tarquinii — the most important city for the development of Etruscan religion2 —, 
publishes the architecture and stratigraphy mainly of the 6th-c. phases of the urban sanctuary 
known as the Ara della Regina. This great sanctuary represents a key to Etruscan art and archae-
ology following its fi rst exploration in the 1930s by P. Romanelli (1889-1981) and his discovery 
of the terracott a group known as the “Cavalli alati”, now housed in the Museo Nazionale di 
Tarquinia.

Part I (3-80) is dedicated to the architecture of the Archaic sanctuary (fi g. 1), its archaeologi-
cal phases during the course of the 6th c., and its cultural signifi cance. Despite this forming 
the fi rst part of the book, it provides a massive concluding discussion of the results of some 30 
years of fi eldwork. Penned by M. Bonghi Jovino, G. Bagnasco Gianni and architect B. Binda, it 
describes the remains of the two phases of the temple in the 6th c. B.C. The fi rst temple (“tempio 

1 Tarchna I = M. Bonghi Jovino and C. Chiaramonte Treré (edd.), Tarquinia: testimonianze archeologiche 
e ricostruzione storica: scavi sistematici nell’abitato, campagne 1982-1988 (Roma 1997); Tarchna II-III 
= M. Bonghi Jovino, C. Chiaramonte Treré, G. Bagnasco Gianni et al., Tarquinia: scavi sistematici 
nell’abitato, campagne 1982-1988: i materiali (2 vols.) (Rome 1997-2001). For a synthesis see M. Bonghi 
Jovino, “The Tarquinia Project. A summary of 25 years of excavations,” AJA 114 (2010) 161-80.

2 For a detailed history of work on Tarquinii, see G. Bagnasco Gianni, “Tarquinia,” in Bibliografi a 
topografi ca della colonizzazione greca in Italia e nelle Isole Tirreniche, vol. 20 (Pisa 2011) 237-316, with 
bibliography.

Fig. 1. Excavation plan of the urban sanctuary “Ara della Regina” at Tarquinii (= Bonghi Jovino and Bag-
nasco Gianni tav. 6).
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I”) is dated around 570 on the basis of stratigraphic excavations and the chronology offered by 
fragments of the original terracotta decoration. The temple (30 x 15 m), built on foundations of 
squared blocks, had a rectangular naos and pronaos with two alae. The naos is reconstructed with 
a central line composed of three columns to sustain a hypothetical post-and-lintel roof which 
had to cover a span of 9.58 m (Table 5). Such a reconstruction is supported, according to the 
authors, by comparison with the temple of Locri-Marasà, the reconstructions of the roof of tem-
ple E1 at Selinus and the Apollonion at Syracuse, and by the depiction of carved wooden roofs 
at Caere in the orientalizing Tomba dei Leoni dipinti and the Tomba Campana at Monte Aba-
tone.3 In front of the facade was a square which enclosed a special place where a stone box (1.6 
x 0.6 x 0.55 m) was placed (29-31). The particular location of this piece and its survival into later 
phases, before it was included within an altar, allows Bonghi Jovino to hypothesize a possible 
meaning linked to the cult of the mythical founder of the city, Tarchon (63-64, with references).

The analysis of the remains of Tempio I 
and its reconstruction (figs. 2a and 3a) are 
accurate and convincing, but as far as the 
reconstruction of the roof is concerned one 
should emphasize that there is no direct 
evidence for columns or bases inside the 
naos. In fact, the latest research on the roofs 
of Archaic buildings in Etruria and Greece 
points more plausibly to timber roof 
trusses, in parallel with the frequent use 
of the post-and-lintel roof, and especially 
for monumental and innovative buildings 
such as the main temples of the Archaic 
Etruscan cities.4 It is also worthy of note 
that the size and dimensions of Tempio I 
are very similar to the reconstruction of 
the central cella of Rome’s temple of Jupi-
ter Capitolinus, a project which according 
to G. Colonna5 could also be placed in the 
first quarter of the 6th c.

The second chapter (33-40) discusses 
the evidence for Tempio II (figs. 2b and 3b). 
The complete reorganization of the sanctu-
ary through the extension of Temple I to 
become a monumental building measur-

ing 55.2 x 31 x 16 m (Table VIII) is dated c.530 B.C. The new building was a distyle temple 
with two alae and two rows of columns which incorporated the previous Tempio I, which now 
became the internal cella of the new sanctuary. The podium, rather high at 3.35 m, reveals the 
monumentality of the whole complex. The unit of measure adopted for the building is the 
foot of 0.298 m, as also, for instance, in the Rome’s Temple of Jupiter Optimus Maximus and 

3 For a more complete list of Etruscan carved wooden roofs, see the detailed and important work 
by A. Naso, Architetture dipinte: decorazioni parietali non figurate nelle tombe a camera dell’Etruria 
meridionale (VII-V secolo a.C.) (Rome 1996) 353-64, with bibliography.

4 On timber roof trusses in Archaic architecture, cf. T. Hodge, The woodwork of Greek roofs (Cambridge 
1960) 17-40; J. MacIntosh Turfa and A. G. Steinmeyer, jr, “The comparative structure of Greek and 
Etruscan monumental buildings,” PBSR 64 (1996) 1-39; N. L. Klein, “Evidence for West Greek 
influence on mainland Greek roof construction and the creation of the truss in the Archaic period,” 
Hesperia 67 (1998) 335-75; J. N. Hopkins, “The Capitoline Temple and the effects of monumentality 
on Roman temple design,” in M. L. Thomas and G. E. Meyers (edd.), Monumentality in Etruscan and 
Early Roman architecture (Austin, TX 2012) 114.

5 G. Colonna, “Varrone e i più antichi temple romani,” ParPass 36 (1981) 51-59.

Fig. 2b. Plan of Tempio II, 530 B.C. (= Bonghi Jovino and 
Bagnasco Gianni p. 52).

Fig. 2a. Plan of Tempio I, 570 B.C. (= Bonghi Jovino and 
Bagnasco Gianni p. 51).



Temples I and II at the Ara della Regina, Tarquinii 515

Marzabotto’s Temple of Tinia. Further similarities with the former temple are found not only in 
the high podium but also in the interaxial distance of the central columns (10.4 m) — not unlike 
the reconstruction proposed for the interaxial distance of the central columns at Rome (c.12 m) 
— until recently the cause of great scepticism amongst some scholars. 

Indeed, I would argue that a strong reciprocal influence exists between the temples of Tar-
quinii and Rome, part of a broader cultural and political dialogue between the two cities over 
the course of the 6th c. The Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus is a synthesis of the plan of an Ionic 
temple and the Etruscan and Latin religious idea of a templum: an area inaugurated, oriented 
and accessible only from the front, as is reflected by Tempio I at Tarquinii. Obviously these 

Fig. 3b. Hypothetical reconstruction of the elevation of Tempio II (= Bonghi Jovino and Bagnasco Gianni tav. X).

Fig. 3a. Hypothetical reconstruction of the elevation of Tempio I (= Bonghi Jovino and Bagnasco Gianni tav. VI).
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are different urban contexts and different structures, but a close relationship between the two 
sanctuaries seems to exist. We could hypothesize that the community of Rome took inspiration 
from Tempio I of Tarquinii, already in existence by c.570 B.C., for the central cella of the Temple 
of Jupiter, which had comparable dimensions and a similar plan (even if probably lacking a 
central line of columns). But the latter was enclosed in a much bigger building of Ionic plan, the 
plan and dimensions (and particularly the width of the interaxials) of which could have served 
later as a source of inspiration for Tempio II at Tarquinii.6

The detailed analysis of the two temples offered by M. Bonghi Jovino is verified by the cal-
culations for the roof’s load and weight made by the architect Binda (51-53). Worthy of note 
is the calculation of the weight of the wooden roofs (without the terracotta tiles): c.55 tons for 
Tempio I, c.257 tons for Tempio II. Despite the fact that for both phases Binda proposes a post-
and-lintel roof instead of the more plausible timber roof trusses, the amount of timber required 
gives a good idea of the economic expenditures made by the city of Tarquinii and of the com-
plex chain of supply which lies behind an Archaic building project of such a scale.7 This too 
shows the deep social and cultural transformations that were occurring in central Tyrrhenian 
Italy during the course of the 6th c.

Part II (81-110) provides the data offered by the stratigraphic excavations in and around the 
sanctuary. Complete with photographs and stratigraphic sections, this part forms the basis for 
the chronology of the site.

Part III (111-412) treats the materials found during the excavations in the sanctuary between 
1983 and 2002. They are important not just for the quantity but above all for their provenience 
in stratigraphic contexts at one of the great urban sanctuaries of the Archaic Mediterranean 
world. Thus we find many classes of impasto pottery from the Final Bronze Age down to the 
Hellenistic period, many classes of local “ceramica depurata”, pythoi and terracotta fragments, 
and an interesting collection of pottery imported from a distance, chiefly Attic vases, Greek 
amphoras (Corinthian, East Greek, North Aegean), and Phoenician-Punic products.

Part IV (413-30) is dedicated to the results of the geophysical surveys carried out in the area 
and to laboratory analyses of pottery.

The gazetteer of finds is included on a CD-ROM. There are also 14 colour folded maps of the 
remains of the monumental buildings and their reconstructions.

This is a great scientific achievement by Bonghi Jovino and Bagnasco Gianni. Its importance 
for the archaeology of both the central and the E Mediterranean basin in the Archaic period 
is paramount. It is handsomely edited with excellent illustrations. In describing so well the 
evidence for the main sanctuary of one the most important and wealthy cities in the Mediter-
ranean world of the 6th c. B.C., the authors have highlighted the strong cultural interaction 
between central Tyrrhenian Italy and the Greek area that was operating in parallel with the 
rôle of Archaic Rome.
gabriele.cifani@uniroma2.it Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”

6 For a discussion of the temple and its possible reconstruction, see G. Cifani, Architettura romana 
arcaica (Rome 2008) 100-9, with bibliography; A. Carandini (ed.), Atlante di Roma antica (Milan 2012) 
tavv. 7-8.

7 For a quantitative approach to the Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, see G. Cifani, “I grandi cantieri 
della Roma arcaica: aspetti tecnici e organizzativi,” in S. Camporeale, H. Dessales and A. Pizzo 
(edd.), Arqueología de la construcción II. Los procesos constructivos en el mundo romano: Italia y provincias 
orientales (Anejos de ArchEspArq 57, 2010) 35-49.


