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.M. Piglivect ' The optimal therapy of malignant umors is anintegrated
B.lorie approach to the particular disease using hyperthermia in
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combination with other modalities, In fact, thermotherapy,
particuiarly associated with radio- chemo- and immunothe-
raphy, represents a valid aid in cancer’s freatiment, espe-

C.U.Casciani cially when the traditional therapies have failed or can no
longer be applied. ,

Clinica Chirurgica Generale In these lastyears, the progress in the ficlds of experimental

¢ Ferupia Chirurgica, and clinical hyperthermia show significant improvement

1A Universitd di Roma ©in the ftechnical equipment and in  (heir applicative

(Dir. Pral. C.U.Casciani) . methods, in thermosensitizing drug use, inpatient sclection

and in the approprinte timing to give the hyperthermic
therapy, Without doubt the most interesting aspects resul-
ting from the treatment of neoplastic disease with hyperther-
mia alone or in combination with other therapies are:
1) the stabilization of malignant tumors
_ 2) the possibility to apply hyperthermia in .the
intraoperative stage. _
About the first consideration, it is inleresting to give
prominence to the fact that we can obtain these responses
alter hyperthermic treatment: no response, complete or
partial remission, stabilisation of the tumor,
About this [ast response, we would emphasise the
importance of resulls, the possibilily to obtain an arrest in
tumor growth in 35-40% of treated patients with a good
“perforimance status” and a good quality of life, with a
follow-up from 6 months to some years, represents without
doubt a new aspect in (he response to cancer therapy.
We must consider that these cases no longer responded to
other modes of therapy.
The exact pathogenetic mechanisms of this phenomenon is
not yet cicar maybe the immunological system is involved);
however, patients 1o longer responsive to radio- or
chemoltherapy can live after hyperthermia in good condi-
tions, despite the presence of very significant residual
discase. In particular, in our experience, -the stabilization
3 6 ol hepatic tumors {specially secondary from digestive tracts)
lung tumors and pelvictumors are numerous. The possibility
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