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C}IAPTER EIGHT

The Life of Vergil
before Donatus

Introduction
'l hc collcctiol of biographical informrft)l1 on famous Poers xnd Nritcrs began verv
c:rrlv in the Greck wodd. Lives ol llomcr, ]Iesbd, Itd oth€r rdthors 8o bick to the
fifth century Bct. In generxl the authort own \r'orks werc ustd as sourc€s, an'l olicn
d r e  l \ c \  o r  r h (  a u ' n o h  $ i r c  b r . c d , ' n  r h e  h . r r . n d l  c h r ' ' r c r c r ' a n d  c r e n t '  o l  t h t i r
uorks l -urrncrmnrc. rererr l  errr tr ' lv I icrFnJ rnc\Jorc\ wcrr prc\errr  In rhet / t ' r '
Vanants and developmcnts of thcse arecdotes can often b€ reconstructed from the
virious available vcrsi(,ns ofa single authols Lrp (t,efl(owitz t98i)

Analogous fcatures enter into the Roman biographical tndition fion CorndtrLs
Ncpos onwitrds. In the crse ofVergil this is wcll doclrmented: the biograPhica] pro-
duition on this Latin poet is truly the richcst Vergil's workwas immcdiatcly succcss
tul (Horsfal r995d) anditsoon becamc partofthe educitlon al curriculum' beginmng
q i r h  r h e  u o r k  r , f  (  i c L i l i u \  l - p r r o r i  ' \ ' t t  C n n n  l o  l h r \  \ r ' ( e ' \  \ u l P " r r c d  r \ e
collcction ofnotes and anccdotes aboutvergil's iife, which laterrourished a considcr
ible biogriphical pKduction that was imPortam ir antiquit), thc Middle Ag,es' and
the Rcnaissance. Th€ influence ofthis tradition on culture' litcrature' and irthas been
.onrirrrr l ly grrar.  rnd n r .mdn\ \o i r  Inodcr ' r  r ime'

The olclcst brrgraphv ofVergil thar we hatc is the one written around thc nriddlc of
the fourth century by the grammarian Aclius Don)ius as a prcface to his commentiry
or Vetgil's works. Donatus' biography is belicved to be based largel-v on the one writ
tcr at th€ cnd ofth€ first century (or the b€girDiDg ofthc second) bv Suetoruus, who
included it in his Dd t/ir ill*r/lm ("O1l famous mcn") Donatus'lersion is thercfore
commonlv called Vite S et|nii wlgo Donatiam (henceforth ySD) However, the
presence md quantity ofndditions ard interpolarions addcd bv Donatus to the 'rigi
nal ofsuetonius have been much debaicd. ID thc pasr' l)on)tian intcrPolations Nere
consid€rcd manv and substantial (cl Geer 1926; Paratore 2007i, 199 302; Baver
2002r,330 2; list ofproposed interpolations in Brugnoli and Stok 1997, XV-XVIII)'
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T..:"+b]: thematic and linguistic proon do not scem conclusive. tbday thcpre\r lcnr heUefi .  rhJr y\D.oLnridc\ t rgely $irh rh€ onginat ofsucroniu\ NaUmarul

leltl rnd thJl rhe or y r,ldiLion .(rr.lnl) m,rdc hy DunJru. r\ y\D .r- 8 oD .ome olotne t€stamentary provrsions mide by Vergit regarding the l.,nrir, together wjth aneprgmm by Sulpicius of Carthage about his intention ro have rhe poem burnt. k ispossible thar I/SD contains othcr DonatiaD inr€r?olations, but there are no sure meansof idenr ' ty inB them Ir  ̂  turrhermore unt ikc\ r  har D,,naiu\.mjf led targe prrr ,  of thi
ongrnalsucron;I  at .  ysDh quire tong In comprr i .on r , ,  other biogFphie. orpoeL5b) \ucl .nir) \ .  Orrr  ' ,n ly nrh(r wirne\r r , ,  the \ucroniJ[  t ; f ,  "  rc, i^". ,  t  nru" ir t r ,
which does nor quote anv parr ofit that is unkno$n ro I/S',.
. On thc basis of this cvidencc, we wil finr exarninr: what sourccs Sueronius mayhJvc u\cd. rhc,horlc,  r , rd.ctcc, ion\ t ron f iern rhrr hc mrdc rr . . rnpo. ine tu,  / rr i .rnd f ie ddvelopmen' , , fVcrgj t ,dn L, osrrphJ'  dunng rhe .cnrur+ bcrueen iunonru,
dnd Doraru\.  Wc ui l l  rhen,urv61 566. o,1,. .  / , , . r (oDrarn g rurf ier biogr,rptr iLi l
inlbrmation rhrr might be derived tiom anci€nr sourccs.

Suetonius and his predecessors
'fhc qucstion ofthc sourccs used bl' Suctonius has bccn much <lebatecj h spirc ofrhcrmmedntc success ol Vergih works, fiere ire no signs that any a(u.tl bjogriphies r)fVergil exisred bcfore SuetonnLs. Nor evcn the mo$ import:rnt Oi.g."pi*. .f *.Augustan age, Hyginus (whom suetonnrs ilcludes h thc crnon ofthi Lrtin bn,graphers: cf. ler. b r;lir iL, p/aeJ:), scems ro hale written one, atthough he is likerf tohive writtcn the first commentary on the works of\trqil.

aor.cqucrrr ly.  i r  i .  pr, ,orhir  r . rr  \ , r . ror iJ.  did n,,r  u."  , rn or i \  io,r ,  hiog,rpt,v bJltlrat hc .ollccted and sclected &.rnr scvcrat sourccs, ernptoynig the sa_. il.:j,..,tlrat he used in othcr biograplics. Just rs in hrs 1,rfe ol HorucE.in I/S, as ;[ he uscdlett€r's wnrren ro alrd from Augustus, which were owned at that rime by the imperiatirclrives. For insti'cc, D rhe letter quoted in vSD 3t,.xitttfjt\jfl 2Z 24 oc., A,go"t.,urscs Vergil ro seDd hiD parrs oihls unfilnshed poon, or (to cmploy his {Nn ;rd,
: l . l '  

r r lTe )  nu, f i r . r  . tcrc, ,  , , r  , t -c ,4r,r id.  ,  r  $ hJrc!cj  .u"rch , , ,  i i  yorr wi l ] . .  q.r ,n. .
w r r \ o n  U I i r n r r J . i n Z r i , t k o $ +  a n d  p u , n r m  7 0 0 8 .  t r e r c r n d r _ h r , , u p t o u r  r l L \ . h d p r c r  .Suetodus mighr rlso have gor information about recitals of thc i;"*g;,,t yVeigrt i,
:Alel  

l l2o 4 r  / rD2-,  J i , ,m Audu\n,\ .  Aanharnph. Re, rat.  in rborrr  2,r  g,  I  or
l l " , i l .  

I  4, . : --d 6 t , t  th( Atnad mr) r t .o hJ\c b.r , ,  m(nronrd rhcrer, lunnts r t  .readrng. $hrtc t^rcni  ts,o o.8r.1 on rtrc.r iJr tr  ot  V,r ,(ct iu\  n. the\^ sJ h; i r  otA u , g u , s t u r , M * . e l l u . m o l n c r U ( r d \ i .  j r D o r r e , r t )  r r " r e a ,  y r n . l - 2 r , , r c r . ^  J , r c z
lo tu.  ts, ,vcrnmejrr , t  po\rEi{r .  5ucloniu\ m,nr harc hrd rrnlcLLcrcJacccssto the whole impcriit archivr, and so ro thesc l€tters; but h€ was haJdly rtre onlvone who kiew about then. Their circulatioD is nenrioned by Taci s in ln; rrtl,,lr

d? omtoabr!  |  
. l3 2 . ,  l t r t  cr cn rn tarc rnr iqurrv a l

on rne dr lh(uJlrc!  rrur hc cr( i ,urrre.cd qh.tc .ompo!ng rrre .4"r/ id wr\  knuwn ruMrcrobius (Sar. t.24.ll); and another letter bv Augustus, on Vergil,s coming toNaples to meet him, ;s quotcd by the grammarian pr;sciD (2: S33.ltKeill

l l
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tsesides Augustus, orher names Aom t}e Auglstan age are quoted by Suetonius.

They indude M. Vipsanius Agrippa, who passed j"agme.t on V..gitt "tyte 1tt. tcxt' ' l  Z\D44 rrrd\ $c orhrrwise uarresrcJ Vipa",uc,ee tocet\n tgTqJ.andr} lcDoer
P'opeflius. quor€d for his remJrks ar 2.j4 oS 6 nn rhe ,4rrr,r' rhar Vcreil $a ;hen
.ompo\jng rySD J0r.  A MrLrsus i \  quorcd J ySD to fo,  rhe oprnion rhrr Vergi l
lacked ofatorical skils ("he was vcfy slow in speaking and almosr like someone w;o
had not bccn schooled,'). This passagc can pcrhaps be traced to tl\e F&etiac of
Mclissus, a freedmar ofMaecenasand a grammarid and writcr ofcomedies. Ifinstcad
thc-opinion l,clongs ro Aelius Melissus, a grammarian of the secord cenru.y (Biil
1928,67), thcn the passage would have to bave been hsert€d by Don"*r. fir,"tty
r h.k r  Fr i^.  Vergi l  (  ^q n j ieedmm rnd .op'  i \ r .  u h, "c re,r  mony Sucronrus cire.  ro
rr lunrr |c (hc sav in which V€rgr l . rrr l l  ! \ r rh i l rompt. lc ren.\  (  I  SD34 .

AI i ' fur is ruppo\cs rn 'nrermedidre sour(e: sucroniu. coutd nor hrvr ,potcn wirh
Agrippa, Melissus, or tsros, aI ofwhom lived a century earlier. For the ojer onl tes
nmonies Sueronius identifies thc sources hc used: th€ remarks by plotia Hieria onVergil\ sexual lifc *e ta_keD tiom Asconius pcdianus ( I/SD l0), pmbabiy fft,m his
book Againtt Y;rgill Detrectort (tiber contra. ob*etmtores Vergitil, which is groted
rater on nr the L;fe I.VSD 17) A rcpoft conccrnins th€ opn on of fulius Montanus
that_Vergih recitations were unsurpissed (y.SD29) is attrilured to Sencca (no doubr
the Elder; but ultbrtunarelv the passage ofiris work rhat conrained rhis rcltfencc has
been,lost) Accordxrg ro lr,hat rhc grannnariar Nisns hcard .,iiom older nrcn,, ( I/SD42-r, Vtrsil supposedly changcd the order ol two books ofrhe ,4ere# (moving ) ard
3 f(nn the beginning of rh€ pocm t() thcl currcnr position) and delct€cl thc ;nginal
proem l lfh ego q i q'ontan, etc., thc so-catted "prcproemiunr,,).

A..oru1|s 1' , ;6,-u., ." .  o EL r.  70, F. $r\  rr  r imi,  beUevea ro h e oeen s croniu\,
Til" :.yl*, bur it is unlikcly that he composcd i reat bn)sraphy. He certainlv
drlanded Ve.sit againsr his derractors (t/SD 43-6) and probabt c;I;cte.l anccdores
aFrourhirn: bcsides the or:rl testimorv by phtia Hieria cited abo;e,Aroius recordJ
(according to Serv. Din. l r'1. 4.ll) rhat rhc vr of Asidus po io dectarcd ro.\conitls that he himselfwas the y'rrlcelebnrcd io the tourth ectogue. tuconius was
al-so belicved to hde heard direcrlv lrom Versit rhat t6c phr^se sp;ian coeti (,,sp^ce
of heav€n," t, 3.t0s) alluded to a certain Celius oi Man;a (".h"1. r:.,.,: ;;f'1 3.10s ). This srme exegesis is kDown to Servius as we , who aids (at l,r.) rhat(laelius was a wastret who at his death owned ontyenough land to be buriea;n (ience
sptrbb.M Coalii, "sp^cc ofCaetius',). Bur rhe atrriburjon of rhis sratement to Ve.g;t iscompletely imaginary: Asconius coutd not havc spokcn with Vergil himself, a;thepoet died about ren years betbre he himsetf was born. Lastty, tuco us starcd thatVersll qrorc rh-e ll.li'r,.r ar ']'. rgr of28,p,. rtobu, ad r pnrtt al." p,. f."b;,vt ta;  Setr.  ad kL ]  ls and a/ Gfr.  4.564r

Bc\ id$, \coniu\.  Variur Ruri^,  him.ett  r  pu.r  dnd rh. f i r rr  ediror ofrhr ,4rrr i r t ,'  'ncn hr( b€en regrrded rs Sueroruui main v,urcc. fheontybiographi(r tnor€anrih
uted to Varius regards Vergit,s versifcarion: ..Varius too te s us tiaiVe.g;l wrote verylcw verses in a day" (Quint. 16r. 10.3.8, trans. krssell). A similar staicment abouiVergi i  r  comporioon q,r .  mrde br rhe phito$ptrcr md sophAr Fav,r inu. 1ca. 8s_ t5S' |  r .  $ho r\  quored hv Cc iu\ :  -rhe t i rend\ rnd rnumJrc\ , , f  tubt ius Verej t  , .  in rhc
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his cxile (8 cE). Alluding cledy to the Ae*eid, Ovid aftrms that rhe composirion of
his Metamorpbores w^s broken olT by his banishmen t (Tr. L7 .22; 2 .634; 3 .14 .21,2)
and that hr consequeDrly wanted ro burn his unfinished poem (?. 1.7.16). Thc
recurring nnage ofthe Mrtanorybl'cs as being snatchcd fron rhe tiner.l pyre ( Zr.
l 1 l 18; 1.7.38; 3.14.20) strengthens the allusion ro rh€ ,4rrrit. Ovid admits, how
ever, somewhat ironically, that copies ofthe Mrrrn rryrrfrwerc atready in circuhrion
(1.17.24) rnd fiat the poem was alrcadv being read by rhc RoDans (3.14.23). This
irony may involve rhe ,{rrlril is wcll, which wis known ro some extent and even cel
ebmted scveral yea$ betbrc Vergil's dcath, ar leasr wherc those books thar we.e read
in the presence ofAugustus are concerned.

A{ier Ovid, the legcnd is nentioned rgain by Pliny thc Elder (77 or 78 cE), who
wrtes tlrat Vergil enjoined io his willdlar thc,4r#il be burned: .,rhe divinc Aususrus
u\errode Ihe mode\r\  or VerFr ' .  qrt t  and torbrdc rhe burn,ng or hi .  poem,. l rar
,nina Wrgilii tremrri tuntra testamenti ci*s tereruwtiatu lct it, NH 7.tt, rjiiins.
RacklaDr. Suetonius seems to rcjecr this version ofthe legcnd by leaviDg it our ofhis
report on Vergil's will: "hc bequeathed half of his esrare to Valertus proculus. his
brother by anothc. ftther; a quartcr to Augustusj a welfth to Maecenasi and the rest
to Lucius Varius and Plotius TLrcci" (fS,D 37). But Sudonius proposcs arother ver
. ion n $1iclr  thr reqre'r  r , ,  r t rn t .  Attnd i .  ionrcrred ,o i . ,gi  ,  o, ,rn. ,  , , ,
(ireccc, $hcre be $,anted to go in order ro rcvise (,"r'rd'l,) his pocm. White on rilis
jourDey, Vcrgil mcr with Augusrus at Athcns. and retuned $ith trim to Irah,. lan.line
Jr Brrndr.rLm q\d( he di(J l  ) I r  35,.  Lr ' rrrrdrt ic \ r , ron.dt dJrJ , , .  , r , i r  "- i
' n . l u J r  r h c  I n r o r m  i o r  r h r r  V c r g r l . [ e J  J |  R f l r n d i . I r F .  r t r c  u \  i t f , - r  n t  c T b i , .  r .  , , r
to or arrival fiom Greec€, rnd t_he rerurr ofAugusrus jl.)m rhc Easr Octobcr t9
ncl. l'he idca ofthe Lasr journey wrs perhaps suggested eithcr by Vcrgil's journev to
(ireecc as celcbrarcd by Horace in Odrr 1.3 of bv the sca voyage that Terence undcr
took to scek nc\l, Greek comedies, aDot\er voyrge that rndcd with rhc poet's de h
' \u1..  Vi la t"L.  In rn! .$c. rhF n, ' r !  ot  drc L.r  journe! gr\c \u.rorIr \  r  -dr i
matrc" rontexr in which ro place thc requesr ro burn the,4rrril. lbe requcst in this
version ( ySD 39) is nade twice by Vergil,lirst t<, Varius before tcaving, with a sorr of
prcmonition ofdearh ("he had arnnged wirh VafltLs to burn rhe ,4,rrid if inyrhnre
b r l c l l  l r i n .  , .  d J  . t r n  i r  R n  r d r s r d m , { r  r t r c  t o r n r  . r  d e r r }  \ - w ' r c n  t , "  t - r i n  " " .
faling, hc demandcd his scroll cases earnestlv, intcDding to bunr rhcm himself'.', i,
ettrtma tnlettudine a.$idae scri a desid.era.tit, crcmat*rus j're). .l.he requcst was
r c i e c r e d .  h ^ r  h ) V J . i u \ \ w h ^ . . r J d i n . " r c J r h a r h c q o u t d r r o r J , , \ , . ,  r h c n b \  r h ( a e
$ h u . r r c d l o r \ ( r g i l  w h . n  r c u a ' C 1 r n v  . t ' r r r  , o , , n r h . o u g h r  r h c m .  .

Witir dre Dotic€ that follows ('.but he gave no precise stipularions in this marrer,,,
nihil qtideh noniMtim l,''.arir), Suetonius scems ro dcny thc version in which the
burning of the ,4,r,rid was sripulated in V€rgit's :ctuat witt (LucariDi 2006, 283-5).
Bnt this note is somewhat conEadicted by the following stftemenr, according ro which
Vergil icli specific insrrucrions in regard ro his writingsj "For the rcst, he bcqueathed
hs wntinss ro rhe aforcmentioned Varius and Tucca, on th€ condition dlat rhey pub
Lrh norhrg f i  

 

Ic j l fum\cl t  nrd n, ' r  rc\ i .cd \ . r t rrun.,*m Vaia a. qnut 7i ,ar
scrtpta tub ea conditione legatit, nf q\id. ederent, q 0d no & se edit n frlet, VSD 10)
Ir is not clear where and when Vergit would have given thesc instrucrioDs: rhey €videDrlv

j

l
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From Suetonius to Donatus

Suer onilA' a. cou nt ufvcrgil'5la'r $dl dnd tc\rament $orr 8(neral accePuncc ljivorinu\

#;."li;' ;;;""' ''inin'mt 'ddioonr' '" r'en he w.,\ raid row bv drs€ar md 'l$

,i'". a."in *^ **, * u.gscd and eune'rlv be'"ushr hrs fhendr ro burn"Lhe.A'rtd

li i. i 'n. nlJ"' ",.,mii"' lv 'e.'"a'r(;cu ̂ '4 r7 l04 rmn\ r(olfe) rhc \er
-,^" ,u, '  **  * i . . i .a hv 5ueroniu' .  in whrch Vergi l  '  uU ordercd $ar the '4r ' r id be

i"' ",,*.'n' ,";.roo."; cvenruJv trr lrr-e inriquirv whcrr Microbius $ rr' e\ thrr vergrl

:+:T**f.frii: ril i ̂ 1: f :ff '" l:ji;:.'l"r;:l:;.:li: ;.:il.i l;l
i. '- i  i .o ni."* '-"* ' .  \rnu' Jnd l irccJ -on rhc conditon rhrr drev puhL'h notrt

--',r'", i.-i,'-'"iri"a "ot revised" ( t/sD 40) This vcreion is attested llv.the Vita
n.-.i,"* ', *.rr ,-r.r*l h|Jrn'clt h'd \rtfulared in hi' wil Lhl nothrng shjch hc hrd

""' r"ii--n.l 'i, ',,J.-';r" ': bur se rvru' n hrs L'r'  0/ I rrlil rckt' $s in\uuction,'o

;;;;;:-;. "."--"ndei tuc.r and v*i'rs to cdit lthe -4""r1 accordins to.trus

."f1. J", ,r'.v *-*" *perfluous matcrial but add rotling" \hac lete tas"t e'flendaft'
tut  \ tbt f lba d t t r l , , ih i l  addrt" l t  t rn" l '  lhe addiuon "r  rh '  fhr ' r5e 

' remo\(

' rrperr luor| '  m.r.nr l -  'cem' r ' l rcndco Io lu\r ih Lhe re'r i r rr^n\ L on'  ern'ng vrntF orn"

srcns ofthc "old" proem and ofthe Helen ep$ode-'J"-r'i. 
i*.';i', tt "n, ancient scholars of later Periods iffnbut.d the Posthu

rnous cdition and public arion of th' Aeneid norto Varius ilone' but to the tcam or

Varius and l'ucca This new version wa' suPporcd bv Donatus in his addition ro

u.t ,  :Z ,"a bv idrome in hi '  I  hro' i t |dd ( , , /  1q0 4 the onlv (r \c 'n qtuch

i- .- f  r" i i . "J urn ' " .cJd or Ihc ' r igrni l  r  i f t  bv \uelonrJ'  serviu ' '  Ioo 
.r \  

$e

h r ! c  s e n ,  r r r r r b J r c \  r \ c r d l  c d r r o r i J l  m " J i t i ' r r i o n '  o n  r h e  / r ' 4 d  r .  D o r n  v a n u \

""d:*..i. rno *.'a" mosr likclv originatcd in thc second centurv Donatust'ro

, i i . ' . , ' " t . ' . " i , , "  or rhi \  vre$ bv quoring rhr cPrBrrm bv \uhi( ius or I  rrrhrge

rboul the burnrng ot rhe Annd lhr\  suroiLiu\ i \  Pcrhrps rdcnulrrbre wrrn a

;;'-.n"-."' .";.,,. ^ror on the Ae 'idwh<\ is qLtotedi\rhe 'chalia ver,l-ne s'a

; : , ; ; ;  : ' . ; ; ' ' .  o, ,  i r ,  e 30 uhicr '  isr(e'  $ '  rh ,"  inrcrn'erJr ion ' f  vJrenu'

a",Jr ' "  ' i .  idcnri l i iJr ion i '  vnl idrred h\ Ihc (pisrrm $hich mrBhr.hrvi  been

rompo\cd ro alPear rr  thi  Dcginning ofJrr  cdr l ;"n or 'omrnen' i r !  ' \ t  th< At '?ta:
"Vcreil had bidden that th€se poems were to be dcsrroved by flamet'(''l'r'lrt

, ") ," ," i i '  ' i " t , -  , ' , - ina f inni :  *r ' rc ^thc'c poe m\ '  '  "r '

, "  . . i . r ' -  ' i .  t , . r"  " '  the ,4. , . id rhrr  werc Inrr"duLrd br rhi '  epigrrm T es cer

,"ir J.r'. iJ.",in*.i.' ofsutpicius ofCarthase with SulPiciDs APollinaris' a s'ram
marian who liv€d in the second century' a teacher of Gellius and of the Emperor

Pertinax (cf. Stok 2008; thc ePigram was rewritten in late antrqulty and accompa'

;;J^; i";'tf"d *--"'i" oitr'' twelve books of tuc Aeneid: cr' Anthltqlia'iti"i 
r'sz g'*r,,t Ziolkowski ind Putnam 2008' 422 3) sulPiciuj ePlgrarn

* . . t o l , . , " " f f y " a , f * ' s r h c i s r u c o l  r h e  e d i r r n g  r n d  l u b l i c r u o n  o l  ' h c ' 4 . ' f l /  b u l

onh V€rei l  \  dr\rrc l t t  burn lnc pocm d\ in su(ronru{ Iy ' }  Jnd rhe rclusrr or

"; ;" '  : ;? ' , ; ; . ,  , .  . - . .  ure rhi '  requc,r '  -  r  rrc '  r  and r ikcs Fc \  rr iu\  retu\c '  r 'n , '
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Besides Donatus, in latc antiquitv V€rgjlim 'izr were written bv S€Nius ( y'S)' by rhe

erarnmarlan lhocas ( Izi), an<i by an unknown conpiler who took the name ofProbus
7vA.l,, "o .t a Wtn B.rbanni \"ufe t'f B'rn I") and the two ti"r attributed to
)phil"rgy.i.rs" are of *'is pcrbd or even tater' Tbc Pbnargvnin /'i"r reused knovn

ro"r..s ith" fi."t "n. -ostlv reProduces I/S-D;th€ second collects the V€rgilian iterns

f',,- f.*-"t Chonnk); rhe Vit& Betuensi' I, 6e'ides the information from rSD'

adds thrt Vergil :rn.l thc hriure Augxstirs ft)gerher atren'led th€ school of thc gram

marian llpidius. Octavian did att€nd this school according to Suetonius (GraDm

28.1), but the idea that Vergil. who was scven ycars older' can have becn Augustus
schoolfclk,w is quite implausible.

Th. othe. thiee a".ient l o'es (VS, VF. atut I/P) have been gcncrallv onsidered as

dcrivative liom I/SD, and thereforc as not having indepcndent docrmcntary value

lNaunann f97a)- But they also contah matefiil nor fomd in ySD and perhaps

l lLherircd rom rradir ion rhar c"JlJ r l* '  bc \ ' ry r ' " i rnl
v.S aDDears nt the head ofservius' cornment:rrv on thc works ofvcrsil lr is likcly

rhat the version wc have was abridgcd: Servnrs hinrself h another Part (]1 his com
m€ntarv ctuotes a passigc of yS that has ror orherwisc sur vcd (.ad Ed Yatl:; cl
Murgia ri74, 266). k is based as i whole on rS, (Dot surPrisinglv' since Scrvtus vas

a puf of uonarusl, but ir also contains rhe foloving irf'rmatiotr: (l ) rhe name or
Virgll's moth-, Magla; 12) that Naples was among the towN whcre Vergil studied;
(3)"rhat thc Capa *as am"ng Versil's juv€mle works; (4) r1lat Tucca lnd Varius
iemovc<t the Hclcn cpisodc (2 566 39) liom thc poem as Vetgil had leli it uPon hN
death. Nrplcs. as we ha perhips onittcd bv Suctonius to hidc Vergil's
llpicureanism. Thc C,la was likelv attnbured to VergiL aft€r SLtctonius; and Scrvius'
ur{ike Suetonius, dict nor doubt the aurhorsbrp ofthe '4"'a The Heien episode was
probablvknown to Suetonirrs, who nererthcless did not know that Varius significantlv
modifi€d rbe lrtrid as Vergil had l€fi ir

ln addition to these matters of derail, Servius also Pres€nts a diflcrent nnage oi
Vcrgil's charactcr. He docs not mcntion Vergil's Pedefastic It)v€s' but presents hLln as
"exiccdingly modest" (r,ercc'!bdi:'inrs), rcnatkrlrs thit irc "suffcred ftom onlv onc
r a l . r l 1 . n r n ' c l y . h c u a ' r " r , : b l c r i ' c o r r r f u l  t i \ l u ' r ' '  l r r l r F c o m m e n r J l  \ e r \ : u \ n o r c '

\&d Ecl. ),.1) rhat the charactcr Alcais $as intcndcd to rePresent Alexander, a boy
givcn to Vergii byAsinius Pollb; but he further stipulates that th€ poet sang about the
Loy onty ro pleasc lolhfilio, prcsenting his p€derrsn' l,otes ts gossip (dicitar ifl p'en'
bab*ise anoren) nd anlryay dcnying that he loved bovs "6lthnv" (tu|P"'/f

Thc versificd lf by Phocas is dared to rhe fifth centurv ir consideration ofthc fact
that it appears to rely on tr/Sr, but ir is not impossible tltit Phocas used Suetonius
d;...tlv iif. rno.t reccntly Mazhuga 2003, who conscquerdy dates I4 to thc third
century). tn addition, fFcotrtains iirform:ition that is n()t lbund in ySD: (L) the namc
ofvergil's mother, Polla (35 ), and not Magia c tn Sdvius; (2) thc P()digv of bccs
swrrrnlg about the face ofth€ newborn Vergil (52 4)i (3) that V€rgil was the Pupil
ofsiro (82-8) bur apparently in Rom€, whcn h realitvSiro taught at Naples); (a) that
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